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This site is not available in your country Hello, friends! I'm so excited about this post! Whether you're buying your first home, or you've been in your home for years, chances are you have big plans to make it your dream home — I know I'm doing it! Why the new construction was the best for us We built our house about two and a half years ago through a building builder by volume
because it was the smartest financial option for us. At the time, the market was really high, and the use of a volume builder was actually cheaper than buying an existing home. Plus, we got exactly what we wanted! We had the freedom to choose the colors we liked, but we were limited by the manufacturer's functionality options. This led us to choose very basic styles and make
plans to find replacements on the road that we really liked - like all our fixtures. (Don't you like the pretty copper chandelier we put in our library?!) Our house had incredible bones, a great family floor plan, and a beautiful color palette. Yet, almost immediately when we moved in, I had a mental list of all the things we could do to turn it into our perfect place. Remodeling Tips - Tips
Don't spend a penny until you consider these options cheap and easy. Remodeling tips - Just a little imagination and a few tools could make that list your new home. Remodeling tips - Tips Make rooms look bigger, shorter and more chic - and cover the defects. Remodeling Tips - Tips How to Make Your New Home a Quick and Easy Project At Once, there's nothing wrong with
wanting to change and improve your home, but it can be a dangerous game, too. I didn't want all those great ideas I had for our home to take away from the beauty of it at that time as it was. For example, we like all the electrical updates we've made in our home like the night sockets under the towel holder in the image below. But our house was still fully functional before we had
them. The trick is to be satisfied with what you have while you work simultaneously to improve. The easiest way for us to do this was to make a dream home project list! Do I have to sell my house? Resources to help you navigate the new normal of real estate. Buy and sell There are no stupid questions to ask a real estate agent. Courtyard - Patio Be home on the block that insects
run to Related: The best ways to customize your home Create Your Dream Home Worksheet My husband and I listed all the projects we wanted to do, with their associated costs, and then prioritized them. This helped us develop a clear plan to work with the money we had on hand. Of course, I had to make a free print option for you guys, in case you want your own dream home
project list. You can download and print your own right here. Having things listed allowed us to honestly assess our feelings and determine which things were most important to us. Also, on those occasions when we found some extra money not enough to tackle a huge renovation, we looked at our list and chose a smaller project to carry out. For example, in our small mudroom
makeover illustrated above, we added a table door for a cheap addition that makes a statement. Our list of dream projects at home was so much fun to compile together, and it turned our dreams of feeling intimidating again exciting. Plus, it's fun to look back on our list at the end of the year and remember all the things we've already accomplished! Good luck turning your homes
into dream homes, friends! Related: The 7 Most Financial Improvements You Can Make Picture: NBC If Laura had a book of remembrance, there's one thing she'd want to put in her: her adventures in the American Midwest. The television series, however, was only loosely based on the book series, and took liberties with history during its nine seasons. Albert Ingalls, for example,
only appears on the show. Mary's husband, too. See how much you remember the pioneering life of the Ingalls family and the city of Walnut Grove. PERSONALITY What 80s TV show are you? 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min TRIVIA Take the Roseanne TV show 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min TRIVIA Was it M's A'S's's' movie or TV show? 6 Minute Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA Can you name the 70s TV show
from its theme song lyrics? 7 Minute Quiz 7 Min TRIVIA EASY Can you name these 1980s TV families? 7 Minute Quiz 7 Min TRIVIA Do you remember the TV show Wonder Woman? 5 Minutes Quiz 5 Min TRIVIA How do you remember Alice? 6 Minutes Quiz 6 Min PERSONALITY Which TV show do you own based on your candy choices? 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min TRIVIA Do you
remember the TV show Flipper? 6 Minutes Quiz 6 Min TRIVIA How many TV characters from the 80's' Family Names Do You Know? 5 Minute Quiz 5 Min What Do You Know About Dinosaurs? What is an octane rating? And how do you use an appropriate name? Luckily for you, HowStuffWorks Play is here to help. Our award-winning website offers reliable and easy-to-understand
explanations of how the world works. From fun quizs that bring joy to your day, to compelling photography and fascinating lists, HowStuffWorks Play offers something for everyone. Sometimes we explain how things work, other times we ask you, but we always explore in the name of fun! Because learning is fun, so stay with us! Playing quiz is free! We send questions and
personality tests to your inbox every week. By clicking Register you accept our confirm that you are 13 years of age or older. Copyright © 2020 InfoSpace Holdings, LLC, a System1 Company Skip to content Laura Ingalls Wilder's beloved series of children's books about a family living on a farm in the Midwest became an equally beloved TV show. Although different from the books,
the TV show, which was broadcast for 10 years, gave the same lessons of love, patience, forgiveness, and more. A mother remembers the lessons she learned that helped her get into parenting. Braids, beanies, a horse named Bunny, and and Almanzo Wilder -- Little House on the Prairie was a staple of my childhood television programming. But recently, thanks to the modern
miracle of the weekend's rerun marathons, the show has become an unlikely source of parental inspiration. Nearly 40 years after the show's premiere, much of Charles and Caroline (Pa and Ma) Ingalls approach non-nonsense to raising their three daughters has stood the test of time. As a child, I saw the family working through a big problem in each one-hour episode. Whether
Laura was jealous about Nellie's pretty things or Mary being teased and called Four Eyes, I enjoyed the show because I could tell. Growing up has never been easy. Now, as a parent, I'm more grateful for how Pa and Ma handled the girls' challenges with a calm approach and solid lessons. Can we all, fathers and mothers today, learn a few things from these pioneering parents?
Yes- and here are some of the ones I learned. Ma often shared her own childhood experiences to help her daughters through a difficult situation. When School-aged Laura struggled with a crush on Johnny Johnson, Ma told her how she also felt grief with a young crush, reminding Laura not to change to make someone love. As a parent, your own childhood and growing stories
can be a creative way to lead home a life lesson. If you were bullied as a child, perhaps the perspective gave you the opportunity to help your own child based on what you learned. My own children find something in common in my stories as long as I tell them in a non-passy way that doesn't make my childhood its more difficult than theirs. Nothing has brought the family together
better than Pa playing his violin. Singing radio songs in the car, karaoke on a weekend, or lullabies before bedtime may be far from Walnut Grove rituals, but they can be nice ways to bring everyone together and bond with children. Besides, nothing in my house turns the bad mood faster than my average son playing Star Wars music on the piano. Fill your home with music from
Shop Parents Even when a mountain of excuses stands in the way, help your child take responsibility for bad behavior. The tussle between Laura and Nellie often ended with Ma holding her feisty child's hand in Oleson's mercantile as Laura apologized, even if her nemesis was equally to blame. My knew that Nellie's bad behavior was no excuse for Laura to behave so badly.
When the battles are between my boys, I can expect to hear but he started or he hit me in but by focusing each child on his or her own actions instead of the other person's conduct, I helped them take responsibility for their actions. There were no washers or dryers on the prairie, but Ma wasn't worried about dirty laundry -- she still let her daughters go fishing, play ball and explore
the countryside, unlike Nellie, who often played in the living room. Dirty clothes can be a problem, but children need to be children and that should involve a lot of opportunities for them to have fun, even if means getting messy from time to time. My best childhood memories include my parents letting me have fun with mud pies, piles of leaves, motorhomes and sand shoes. Clean
the barn, help with dinner -- the Ingalls children have always had significant tasks that were essential to the survival of the family. Their tasks have made them feel like a vital part of something bigger, that modern-day children need experience. Responsibility can only be learned if a child is entrusted to it. Ask an older child to help a sibling with homework; put the children in charge
of growing a section of the garden, or include them in the preparation of meals. Even when it feels like having helping kids will slow down our hectic days, it's an important part of their journey to grow up; A late dinner prepared by the children will help us all further down the road. Downloading and printing chore charts Holiday episodes were often tearjerkers, but one season had
the kids working hard to figure out how to get money to buy gifts for their family. Who can forget when Laura bought her mother a wood stove while selling her beloved horse to Nellie? Instead of giving children a few dollars to buy gifts, teach them the importance and value of saving, giving a gift or volunteering. Experience and effort is a great reward, and one that makes sense to
the gift giver and receiver. Every Christmas, I saw the real joy on my young niece's face when she gave me a little gift that she saved or made, and I know that my children also feel it when we volunteer at the local soup kitchen or make holiday gifts for our sponsored child abroad. From Doc Baker to Reverend Aldon to Miss Beadle, the whole town has taken care of the children of
the community (even Nellie and Willie!). Even if you don't live in a small town, creating a trustworthy safety net for your child is vital to their education. Extra eyes can catch a problem that you can't see or help your child at a crucial time. You need a village, so build positive relationships with adults, whether they are friends, families or neighbours in your child's life. When Mary
intentionally misplaced her glasses after being teased about wearing them, her teacher, Miss Beadle, helps Marie regain the confidence to put her glasses back on. Teachers can play a key role in a child's life, so I urge my children's teachers to make sure that children have good support when my husband deploys with the Army. Around the dinner table, in the barn, or on the
wagon, always provided a clear explanation of what his children were supposed to learn from a situation. When Jack, the family dog, died in the barn, Pa immediately told Laura of her guilt over how she treated the dog, giving the assurance that her feelings were normal and part of the grieving process for anyone we love. Because my children's experience with the death of our cat
did not end perfectly in an hour-long episode, I make sure not to dismiss the questions they still have about his death. I always try to teach in the moment (as Pa did!) if that means deep questions in the car on the way to football. The sound of Pa's cart wheels always brought someone out of the small house with a big smile and Caroline happily saying, Oh, Charles! So greet your
children (and partners) with a hug and a kiss, not a litany of questions, after work every day. When the children get off the bus, I remember not to add to their concerns by starting with questions about the tests or reminding them of what needs to be done. Instead, I give them time to decompress and share something positive so we can enjoy a good time after their long day. Life
wasn't perfect on the prairie, but Pa and Ma's bedtime discussions over a bowl of popcorn got them on the same parenting page before the next day began. Too often, one busy day gives way to the other. After Ma told Laura about her love for Johnny Johnson, Ma and Pa talked about the situation at bedtime. My husband and I don't discuss the problems of living on a bowl full of
popcorn in bed, but I often make a list of things that happen with the kids, so I don't forget to talk about it at the end of the work day. In the end, the biggest lessons Little House on the Prairie taught me are to slow down in my daily life and make targeted parenting decisions before the chaos of life takes over. Copyright © 2013 Meredith Corporation. © Copyright . All rights
reserved. Printed from this link is to an external site that may or may not meet accessibility guidelines. Guidelines.
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